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Mary Florence Garza (née Boyce), beloved wife, mother, sister, teacher, musician,
and lifelong learner, passed away peacefully on Monday, May 5, 2025, surrounded

by family and loved ones. She was 81 years old.
Mary was born on March 30, 1944, in Mexico City, Mexico, to James Reid Boyce
and Marguerite Florence Boyce. She spent her childhood in Ometepec, Guerrero,

where she developed an early love of music. As a teenager, she moved to the United
States and completed high school in Tallahassee, Florida, before attending Erskine

College. She later earned a Ph.D. in education from the University of Texas at
Austin in 2002—a remarkable achievement that exemplified her deep commitment

to lifelong learning.
Mary was a devoted educator who spent her career nurturing students across a

wide variety of settings. She taught in public school districts across South Carolina,
the Dallas–Fort Worth metroplex, San Antonio, Austin, and Round Rock. Her

teaching roles were as diverse as her talents—she taught music, physical education,
bilingual education, and English as a Second Language (ESL), working with

students at every level from elementary to high school. She also taught adult ESL
classes in Fort Worth and Austin, and contributed to higher education through
teaching roles at Austin Community College, Texas Woman’s University (TWU),

and Midwestern State University (MSU) in Wichita Falls. Mary also spent several
years serving in the Bilingual and Migrant Education divisions of the Texas

Education Agency.
Mary’s love of music was a thread that ran through every chapter of her life. She
played the violin and piano with joy and dedication and was a member of the San

Antonio Bach Choir as well as the New Hope Presbyterian Church choir in Wichita
Falls. In retirement, she and her beloved husband, Daniel Marcelo Garza,

continued their passion for learning by auditing music courses together at MSU.
They were honored with a special award recognizing their enthusiastic support

and encouragement of their fellow music students—an award that brought Mary
great pride.

Mary is survived by her two sons, David Marcelo Garza and Peter Mark Garza;
and her brothers, James Boyce and William Boyce. She was preceded in death by

her beloved husband, Dan Garza, and her sisters, Elizabeth Boyce and Peggi Boyce.
Mary will be remembered for her intelligence, warmth, dedication to justice in
education, and deep generosity of spirit. She lived a life marked by curiosity,

service, and love—leaving a legacy that will echo through the countless students
she taught and the many lives she touched.

the family asks that donations be made in Mary’s memory to New Hope’s Mobile
Food Ministries.
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Introit                Morning Prayer Opus 39            Tchaikovsky

Greetings & Thanksgiving for Baptism

Our help is in the name of the Lord!

Who made heaven and earth!

Hymn # 721 Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore

            (We will sing the chorus in Spanish)

Gathering Prayer

Unison Prayer of Confession

Let us confess all that we are, and all that we have done and

left undone, before the God of mercy…

God of compassion, whose loving-kindness endures forever:

we confess that often we fail to both give and receive love;

we often fail to care for others as we care for ourselves; to

both forgive and to accept forgiveness. We are filled with

good intentions that have not been put into action; Our

mouths have said harsh and hurtful things; our selfishness

has caused pain to others, and our pride pain to ourselves.

Help us to be comforted, Lord of Light, as we acknowledge our

powerlessness in the face of death. Hear us, O Lord, as in this

silence, we make our confession to you.

Assurance of Pardon

Choir Anthem         
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 Jesu, Joy Man’s Desiring          Bach



Prayer for Illumination

Source of true wisdom,

calm the troubled waters of our hearts, 

and still all other voices but your own, 

that we may hear and obey 

what you tell us in your Word,

Through the Power of your Spirit.

Amen.

Scripture Readings      Proverbs 31: 25-31,       Matthew 5: 14-16,

Romans 8: 38-39

Words of Remembrance               

Meditation                         

Psalter Prayer           Psalm 23

El SEÑOR es mi pastor, nada me falta; en verdes pastos me

hace descansar. Junto a tranquilas aguas me conduce;

me infunde nuevas fuerzas. Me guía por sendas de

justicia haciendo honor a su nombre. Aun si voy por

valles tenebrosos, no temeré ningún mal porque tú

estás a mi lado; tu vara y tu bastón me reconfortan.

Dispones ante mí un banquete en presencia de mis

enemigos. Has ungido con aceite mi cabeza; has llenado

mi copa a rebosar.

Seguro estoy de que la bondad y el amor me seguirán

todos los días de mi vida; y en la casa del SEÑOR

habitaré para siempre.
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Ave Maria          Schubert

Suhua Huang



Prayer of Thanksgiving & The Lord’s Prayer

And now friends with the boldness of the people

of God, let us pray together the prayer our Lord

taught us…

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name. Thy

kingdom come, thy will be

done, on earth as it is in

heaven. Give us this day our

daily bread; and forgive us our

debts, as we forgive our

debtors; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us

from evil. For thine is the

kingdom and the power and

the glory, forever. Amen.

Padre nuestro que estás en los

cielos, santificado sea tu

Nombre; venga tu reino; hágase

tu voluntad, así en la tierra

como en el cielo; danos hoy el

pan nuestro de cada día;

perdona nuestras ofensas, así

como nosotros perdonamos a

los que nos ofenden; no nos

dejes caer en la tentación y

líbranos de mal. Amén.

Hymn # 69, the Lord of Sea and Sky (Here I am, Lord)

Benediction

Postlude           
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Air in D Major         Bach
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Dan & Mary Garza
Reunited in God’s Glorious

Kingdom May 5, 2025



 





 


