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Social Issues on the Table  

     One of the actions of the Session that attracted me to New 
Hope almost four years ago was a letter it published in our local 
newspaper.  That same letter was sent to the President, our two 
Senators and our Member of Congress. 
     The letter addressed changes in national policy in regard to 
the treatment and processing of persons seeking entry to the 
United States. In that letter the Session condemned “all policies 
that separate families and call upon those in power to take the 
following humanitarian actions.”  Cease separating parents and 
children. Reunite those parents who were detained and 
separated at the border. Provide decent and humane facilities 
to house families who await processing by federal authorities. 
Reinstate the Family Case Management Program. Provide due 
process and proper legal representation to those detained.  The 
letter stated, “Our understanding of what the Bible and our 
faith demand is to care for the stranger, the widow, the orphan, 
and the sojourner among us. It is our Christian duty to speak 
out against this injustice and to plead with those in power to 
reverse course and treat all God’s children with compassion 
and mercy.” 

   None of the elected officials who received the letter acted to change what our nation was doing. We 
are not held accountable for the action or inaction of others. The Lord does hold us accountable if we 
fail to speak up for justice and righteousness. 
      Abortion is an issue on which I just recently ever publicly addressed as a pastor. For the 72 million 
women in of reproductive age in the U.S., I remained quiet too long. Gun violence has become an 
epidemic in our nation. People of color are being harassed in our streets. God’s children who are LGBTQ 
are having laws passed that make it illegal for them to discuss their families with their teachers. 
     If you would like to wrestle with one or more of these concerns I invite you to email or call me and 
join our Social Witness Advisory Team. We will review guidance from our denomination, review 
relevant Scriptures, and share other information and, maybe, advise our Session on an appropriate 
public response that upholds our faith and the values that make us unique.          
            Don    



Who to Call 
Designated Pastor 
   The Rev. Don Stribling  
      (940) 228-6162 

Church Secretary 
   Heather Putnam  
      (940) 767-2527 

Building & Grounds  
  Sue Henson  
    (940) 867-5339 

Communications 
   Friederike Wiedemann 
   (940) 322-7699    

Congregational Life    
   Diana White  
      (940) 781-1899  

Deacons 
   Jo Ann Gonzales-Johnston  
      (940) 781-4638 

Environmental Concerns 
   Sue Henson  
     (940) 867-5339  

Finance 
   Stefan Davis 
   (940) 642-7817 

Mission 
   Joan Pruitt  
      (940) 733-5093  

Worship & Music 
  Pat Osoinach  
   (940) 781-2624 

Please Pray With Us

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Allyn Arnold is able to drive again after eye surgery. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Sally McGaha has a cancerous tumor between her stomach and 
pancreas.  
Judy Bonnett is recovering from cataract surgery. 
Friederike Wiedemann’s cousin by marriage, Mike Greenaway, 
has died at the age of 90.   
Friederike Wiedemann and her family, as they grieve the death of 
her aunt Marie Elise Köhler.  
Sandy Glawe’s grandson Pacey is being treated for scoliosis. 
Jeannine Morris’s son Matt’s who is awaiting surgery as he 
continues to heal and gain weight. 
David Martin is scheduled to undergo another back surgery. 
Susan Stipp struggling with several medical issues. 
The families of the 40 people who were murdered and 100 who 
were injured in mass shootings in our nation last month.  
The people of Ukraine as they endure war and a possible future of 
forced submission to Russia. 
Our nation’s transgendered and gay neighbors and their families 
whose very existence is under siege.  

Homebound Members 
Ann Barnard     Dorothy Hughes    Heather Hughes 
Marianne Jones      Carolyn Kouri       Betty Wagner 

First Presbyterian Church of Greenville, NC 
19 chairs in memory of those who died in Ulvade



Session Notes from May Meeting 

Consent Agenda: 
1. Communications committee discussed sending postcards to people announcing the opening of 

New Hope and who and how this would be accomplished. 
2. The Personnel committee discussed new hiring policies and procedures.   
3. Rev. Stribling presented a summary of his activities since our last meeting. 

On the Personnel committee’s recommendation the Session voted to hire Rosie Alvarado as the nursery 
attendant. 
Pastor’s Oral Report: 

1. Rev. Stribling suggested getting the leaders of the adult classes together and a member from 
each class to discuss how things are working out. 

2. A period of time was devoted to discussing how the session would lead the members in the 
conversations concerning the New Hope Unique Values.  It was decided to have the meeting on 
May 22, 2022, following a potluck dinner. 

3. Items needing attention: 
a. Getting the church ready for an open house 
b. Meeting concerning the New Hope Unique Values 
c. A survey to determine member’s talent covenants 
d. Hiring a teacher for the youth class 
e. Reaching out to possible new members. 
f. Completion of capital campaign to pay for the chairs in the sanctuary and some remodeling 

costs not included in the builder’s contract. 
4. It was noted the AA group has resumed meeting in the building on Friday nights. 

Old Business:  The law suit against Mike Shallenberger is making progress. 
 Nancy Estes reported she needs to resign as clerk because it is too hard being away from the 
church and keeping up with what is going on. She has agreed to will remain as clerk until our loan and 
legal filings are complete. A recording secretary will appointed to take minutes of our Session meetings. 
Oral committee reports: 

1. The Building and Grounds committee will plan a workday and help decide which furniture items 
can be given away. 

2. The Session approved the purchase of a Ring doorbell to see and speak to people who come to 
the door.  

3. A motion was made to get rid of the desk in the hallway.  It will first be offered to Habitat for 
Humanity. 

4. Worship and Music committee reported the sound system in the sanctuary needs to be worked  
on.  The committee discussed the possibility of returning to serving communion by intinction.  
Due to the resignation of choir director Jason Mincy. The session passed a motion to retain Dr. 
Susan Harvey as the interim choir director. Jason’s last day at New Hope will be July 17th. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  Sue Henson offered the closing prayer. 
Nancy Estes, Clerk  



TAKING OUR VITALS 

Sunday Worship Attendance 
    Avg for May 
 In Person Members 23 
 In Person Visitors 7 
 Online Members 4 
 Online Visitors 2 
 Total    36 
    Avg for Year  
 In Person Members 26 
 In Person Visitors 5 
 Online Members 7 
 Online Visitors 3 
 Total    41 

Unrestricted Giving through April 2022 
     $59,131 

 May Wed Zoom Fellowship Avg  
      8 

Donation to IOM Food Pantry:  May 
       113 lbs 

Sacks Packed for Power Packs in April. 
     378 in record time with 11 volunteers 

Meals for Homeless Neighbors 
     25 persons were served during May 
Mobile Food Ministry 

SEND US YOUR STORY 
   If you have made a change in your life in 
order to be a better steward of the Earth, let 
us know. We want to share these stories in 
hopes of giving the rest of us inspiration to 
become better stewards and live into 
fulfilling our Church’s mission statement. 
Email your story to Don at 
donstribling75@gmail.com

Environmental Corner 
     One thing I’ve begun doing is asking that the folks 
preparing my take out meals not to include plastic 
ware or napkins. Two less sets of plastic ware and 
fewer napkins to go into our city’s landfill. Just 
another way of preserving our environment without 
making any sacrifice. 

     My Ford Explorer’s timing belt is about to go out. 
My mechanic tells me it would cost more to repair it 
than the car is worth. Since it poses no danger, other 
than being stranded when it kills my engine, I will 
continue to drive it around town. 
    

     However, Denise and I did go to the Ford house on 
Saturday and ordered a 2023 Food Maverick Hybrid 
pickup. It’s at the right price point, $20,000. It 
doesn’t produce any emissions while it idles when 
I’m picking up something from Carl’s Jr. and as a 
hybrid we’ll be able to drive to my sister’s house in 
Canyon without any worry.  

      Just another way we are trying to live out our 
church’s mission without making a sacrifice.  Who 
knew it would be so easy.     Don



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 
Denise & Don 
Stribling’s 
anniversary 

5:30 p.m. Zoom 
Fellowship  

6:30 p.m. Choir 
Practice

2 

6:30 p.m. 
Personnel mtg

3 
Peggy & Howell 
Martin’s 
anniversary 

5:00 p.m. Choir 
Party at 133 
Pembroke 

6 p.m. AA

4 
Marilyn & 
Walter 
Clements’ 
anniversary

5 
IOM Food 
Collection 
9:30 a.m. Choir  
10:00 Worship 
11:15 Classes 

2:00 p.m. Worship & 
Music 

6 7 

6:30 p.m. 
Building & 
Grounds

8 
Eileen 
Leonard’s 
birthday 

5:30 p.m. Zoom 
Fellowship

9 10 

6 p.m. AA

11 

12 
Tom Schrandt’s 
birthday 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
11:15 Classes

13 14 

7 p.m. Finance 
Mtg

15 

5:30 p.m. Zoom 
Fellowship

16 

6 p.m. 
Deacons’ mtg

17 

6 p.m. AA

18 
225th GA  of 
PCUSA 

10:30 a.m. 
Mobile Food 
Ministry

19 
225th GA  of 
PCUSA 

10:00 a.m. Worship 
11:15 Classes

20 
225th GA  
of PCUSA

21   
225th GA  of 
PCUSA 

Kylan 
Lindsey’s 
birthday 

6:30 p.m. 
Session

22 
225th GA  of 
PCUSA 

5:30 p.m. Zoom 
Fellowship

23 
225th GA  of 
PCUSA 

Joy Parson’s  
birthday

24 
225th GA  of 
PCUSA 

6 p.m. AA

25 
225th GA  of 
PCUSA

26 
225th GA  of 
PCUSA  

10:00 a.m. Worship 
11:15 Classes 
2 p.m. Mission mtg

27 
225th GA  
of PCUSA 

LaRae 
Collins’ and 
Jeannine 
Morris’ 
birthday

28 
225th GA  of 
PCUSA 

Wanda & Joe 
Gonzales’ 
anniversary

29 
225th GA  of 
PCUSA 

5:30 p.m. Zoom 
Fellowship

30 
225th GA  of 
PCUSA

1 
225th GA  of 
PCUSA 

4:30 p.m. 
Communications 
mtg 

6 p.m. AA

2 
225th GA  of 
PCUSA

June 2022



Christmas Eve 2021

     Our New Nursery Attendant 

    We welcome Rosie Alvarado to our staff as 
our new nursery attendant. 
    Rosie worked with Early Head Start in 
Wichita Falls. She serve as an infant and 
toddler teacher for five years before 
accepting an aide’s position with WFISD. 
     She is now the Administrative Assistant to 
the principal at Barwise Middle School where 
she works with Sherry Mason. 
    Rosie has a great personality that lifts the 
spirits of everyone around her. 

First Pot-Luck at 1701 

     RIGHT Our kitchen helpers, 
Mayele Dominguez and Mary 
Ortega with Mary’s daughter in 
between them, break bread with 
Mary and Diana . 

   BELOW  Friederike and Wanda are 
debating how much can they take 
without drawing attention to 
themselves. 

    BOTTOM RIGHT  Julie, Don, 
Denise, and Leslie Adkins, smiling 
for John Wiedemann, our 
cameraman.





1701 Enterprise 
Wichita Falls, TX 76306

A Combination of Values that Make Us Unique   
     We value being part of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

     We value Reformed worship and a quality music program. 

     We value being inviting, welcoming and including all God’s  
          children in the life and leadership of the church. 

      We value serving the needs of our marginalized and   
          vulnerable neighbors in Wichita Falls.  

      We value being a safe place for seekers and those who have  
          been hurt by the Church in the past. 

      We value being a hands on congregation, where everyone  
           pitches in on at least one aspect of our church’s mission.   

      We value faith questions, intellectual dialogue, God’s gift 
           of scientific knowledge and discovery. 

      We value being known for our warmth and hospitality.

Traditional Style. 

Progressive Thinking. 

Active Service.


